CULTURAL IMPERIALISM IN THE LIGHT OF SUPERHERO MOVIES
Cultural imperialism - The extension of the influence of one nation's culture over others, now usually through the exportation of cultural commodities such as film, music, etc. (source: https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/cultural_imperialism)
Watching TV shows with Iron Man or the Hulk might make little boys more prone to gender-stereotyped play and make both boys and girls more likely to play with pretend weapons, new research finds.

Preschoolers exposed to more superheroes showed these patterns of play even when parents made a point of talking with them about their media consumption, the study found.

"These type of programs may be contributing to what I call the hypermasculinization of American society," said study researcher Sarah Coyne, a professor of family life at Brigham Young University. This hypermasculinization celebrates tough, aggressive behavior and tells boys to quash their emotions, Coyne stated.  (https://www.livescience.com/46380-superheroes-and-violent-play.html)
Kids and superheroes
To investigate whether superheroes influence young children, Coyne recruited 134 parents (mostly moms) to fill out surveys about their 3- to 6-year-olds' superhero show and movie viewing habits, as well as patterns of play. A year later, she approached the same parents and asked them to answer the same set of questions. One hundred and five completed the follow-up.

Overall, little boys were more likely than girls to view superhero shows and movies, though they varied considerably. About 20 percent of the boys never watched superhero media, while 20 percent watched it once a week or more. The rest of the boys fell in between.

In contrast, almost half of little girls had seen superhero shows or movies only once or never, and only 2 percent watched superhero media once a week or more. (https://www.livescience.com/46380-superheroes-and-violent-play.html)
"There is a big difference in the movie superhero of today and the comic book superhero of yesterday," said psychologist Sharon Lamb, PhD, distinguished professor of mental health at University of Massachusetts-Boston. "Today’s superhero is too much like an action hero who participates in non-stop violence; he’s aggressive, sarcastic and rarely speaks to the virtue of doing good for humanity. When not in superhero costume, these men, like Ironman, exploit women, flaunt bling and convey their manhood with high-powered guns. "

The comic book heroes of the past did fight criminals, she said, "but these were heroes boys could look up to and learn from because outside of their costumes, they were real people with real problems and many vulnerabilities," she said. (https://www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2010/08/macho-stereotype-unhealthy.aspx)
BLACK PANTHER
PLOT OF THE MOVIE: After the death of his father, T'Challa now prepares to be crowned the new king of Wakanda. However, T'Challa finds that his position is now being challenged by the appearance of an old enemy named Killmonger, which puts both Wakanda and the world at risk. Teaming with the Dora Milaje, his little sister Shuri, and his CIA ally Everett K. Ross, T'Challa must harness the powers of the Black Panther to fight his enemy and save Wakanda from destruction.

1. Should a highly advanced state of Wakanda share his wealth and knowledge with the rest of the world, what would be the consequences?

2. Main superhero is also a ruler, is that a good thing for a superhero?

3. What to do when the villain of the story is right?

REAL NAME: T'Challa

POWERS: T'Challa's senses and physical attributes have been enhanced to superhuman levels by the heart-shaped herb.

ABILITIES: brilliant tactician, strategist, scientist, tracker and a master of all forms of unarmed combat, master of armed combat, master planner
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1825683/plotsummary?ref_=tt_ql_stry_2
https://marvel.com/characters/5/black_panther
CAPTAIN AMERICA: CIVIL WAR

PLOT OF THE MOVIE: With many people fearing the actions of super heroes, the government decides to push for the Hero Registration Act, a law that limits a hero's actions. This results in a division in The Avengers. Iron Man stands with this Act, claiming that their actions must be kept in check otherwise cities will continue to be destroyed, but Captain America feels that saving the world is daring enough and that they cannot rely on the government to protect the world. This escalates into an all-out war between Team Iron Man (Iron Man, Black Panther, Vision, Black Widow, War Machine, and Spider-Man) and Team Captain America (Captain America, Bucky Barnes, Falcon, Scarlet Witch, Hawkeye, and Ant Man) while a new villain emerges.

1. Who deserves to be a superhero, a person with powers or a person with a particular set of skills?

2. Are superheroes above the law?

3. Are the justifications for the conflicts between superheroes justified?

REAL NAME: Steven "Steve" Rogers

POWERS: very high intelligence, agility, strength, speed, endurance, and reaction time superior to any man, phenomenal endurance  
ABILITIES: mastery of the martial arts combined with hand-to-hand combat. 

REAL NAME: Anthony Edward "Tony" Stark

POWERS: None; Tony's body had been enhanced by the modified techno-organic virus
ABILITIES: genius level intellect (invention of a wide range of sophisticated devices, specializing in advanced weapons and armor), keen business mind.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3498820/plotsummary?ref_=tt_ql_stry_2
https://marvel.com/characters/29/iron_man
https://marvel.com/characters/8/captain_america
ANT-MAN 
PLOT OF THE MOVIE: Scott Lang, an engineer who committed a crime he felt that was justified, is sent to prison. When he gets out he wants to be on the straight and narrow for his daughter but having a record doesn't help. And his ex-wife refuses to let him see his daughter because he can't find a regular job. Eventually his friend tells him of a job and he decides to take it. Scott has to break into a vault and when he does all he finds is a weird suit. After he takes it, he puts it on and discovers it shrinks him. Scott tries to return it and when he does he's arrested, A man claiming to be his attorney goes to see him and he tells him that the suit was an opportunity which he should have taken. Later some ants bring him the suit and he puts it on and gets out of jail. He then goes to the man who says he's Hank Pym the man who created the suit. He used it before and called himself Ant-Man. He gave it up when he found out people were planning to use his technology for things he doesn't think is right so he made sure no one could replicate it and put it away. But he now needs Scott to be Ant-Man because it seems like his protégé, Darren Cross, who forced him out of his company, is close to replicating it. So he wants Scott to get into the lab and take it. Scott is uncertain if he can do it and Pym's daughter who thinks she should be the one to go agrees. But Pym thinks Scott is the one. So they train him while trying to make sure Cross doesn't suspect anything.

1. Should there be a possibility of redemption for anybody or just ''for the good people''?

2. Is a superhero with bad reputation still one or is he just a vigilante?

3. How do villains emerge in superhero movies?

REAL NAME: Scott Lang
POWERS: Size Reduction, Size Changing, Entering other Planes of existence

ABILITIES: Scientific Genius-Level Intellect, Skilled Combatant

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0478970/?ref_=nv_sr_2
http://marvelcinematicuniverse.wikia.com/wiki/Ant-Man
WONDER WOMAN

PLOT OF THE MOVIE: When army pilot Steve Trevor crashes on the warriors' secluded island paradise, disrupting the fictitious all-female sanctuary of Themyscira created by the Gods of Olympus, Princess Diana of the immortal Amazons aids for his rescue and wins the decisive right to escort him home, heading to an early 20th Century London to stop the war she believes is influenced by the God Ares. Leaving behind the only life she's ever known and entering the cynical world of men for the first time, torn between a mission to promote peace and her own warrior upbringing, as a "Wonder Woman," Diana must fight evil in a "war to end all wars," while hoping to unlock the potential of a humanity she doesn't always understand.
1. What is the portrayal of women in superhero movies?
2. Describe the symbolism between the fight of Wonder Woman against Ares with World war one or war in general.

3. Should superheroes wage war on behalf of certain states?
REAL NAME: Diana of Themyscira

POWERS AND ABILITIES: Superhuman Strength, Superhuman Speed, Invulnerability/durability, flight, healing factor, divine wisdom, super stamina 

WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT: Lasso of Truth, Bracelest of victory, Royal tiara, Martial weapons (swords, battle axes and spears), Sandals of Hermes, Gauntlets of Atlas (strength multiplies tenfold)
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0451279/plotsummary?ref_=tt_ql_stry_2
http://comicbook.com/dc/2017/06/03/wonder-woman-movie-powers-abilities-dceu/#2
AVENGERS
PLOT OF THE MOVEI: S.H.I.E.L.D. has located the mysterious Tesseract device and the Army's super soldier Captain America. The Tesseract is actually a gateway to an entirely new world called Asgard. A mysterious being known as Loki arrives on earth and immediately assumes that he can rule all human beings. But that irks S.H.I.E.L.D. director Nick Fury the wrong way. As Loki escapes with the Tesseract, Nick Fury believes this is an act of war against Earth. His only hope is to assemble an actual team of super heroes. Dr. Bruce Banner, who turns into an enormous green rage monster known as the Hulk. Tony Stark and his venerable Iron Man armor. Captain America, the Stark Enterprises created super soldier. Thor, the god of thunder, protector of Earth and his home planet of Asgard, and Loki's brother. Master assassins Hawkeye and Natasha Romanoff. Together they will become a team to take on an attack that will call them to become the greatest of all time.

1. Where is the trouble in superhero movies and who is going to save you?

2. Should superheroes be above the law?

3. What about the killings of ''other people'' and property damage in the clashes between superheroes and villains?
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0848228/plotsummary?ref_=tt_ql_stry_2
DOCTOR STRANGE
Stephen Strange is a surgeon with a God complex. When he gets in an accident and his hands are injured, he feels as if his life is over. His therapist tells him of a guy he knew who couldn't walk but is now walking again. The therapist tells Strange where he can find the man and he tells Strange he did it with his mind, he went to a place called Kamar-Taj and there he was taught how to use his mind to heal himself. Strange goes there to seek the ones who taught him. He finds them and learns that they use mystic arts and they take Strange in, reluctantly and teach him. Strange learns that a former member is planning something and tries to stop him. But he also learns that his teacher is keeping a secret too.
REAL NAME: Stephen Vincent Strange

POWERS: energy projection and manipulation, matter transformation, animation of inanimate objects, teleportation, illusion-casting, mesmerism, thought projection, astral projection, dimensional travel, time travel and mental possession, The full range of his abilities is unknown. 
ABILITIES: Doctor Strange is a skilled athlete and martial artist with substantial medical and magical knowledge.
1. Is whitewashing necessary in movies?

2. Would you use magic if you had the ability to do so?

3. Doctor Strange reverses time at some point in the movie, what are the implications of doing such a thing and is it justified?

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1211837/plotsummary?ref_=tt_ql_stry_2
https://marvel.com/characters/14/doctor_strange
Final task
1. Make your own superhero, describe him and draw his picture.
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